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be saved; if, on the contrary, they lose self-control and take the
wrong path, they will be destroyed. The only way, therefore, is
to remain peaceful on the imprisonment of the Ali Brothers and,
giving up the indifference we have shown till now in following
swadeshi, take to it with greater enthusiasm and make a bonfire of
whatever foreign cloth we may still have with us. Everyone who
has till now been slack in starting work on the spinning-wheel
should shake off his indifference and spend some time daily in
spinning. Those who still commit the sin of sending their children
to Government schools should stop doing so; those lawyers who have
not had, to this day, the courage to give up practice should now
sacrifice it. Only if everyone acts in this manner shall we succeed
on the Khilafat issue, win swaraj, be able soon to open the
prison gates with our own hands and secure the release of our
innocent Brothers and others who are in prison through the wrath
of the Government. I explained this to the audiences at great
length.

VOLUNTEERS

From Ghittagong onwards, I observed that the volunteers were
working harder. I saw in them better capacity for enforcing
discipline. Even though a large procession has been taken out at
that place, no one rushed towards the car from behind. Thouands
stood in lines in silence and let the car pass. As even cries of
victory had been disallowed, the scene appeared grand to me.

STRIKERS

It was at this place that there was a large contingent of strib*
ing [railway] workers. I spent much time with them. But as my
speech to them is to appear in Navajwan* I will say nothing about
it here.

BARISAL

After leaving Ghittagong, we went to Barisal. On the way
to Barisal is a place called Ghandpur. Here I saw the spot where
innocent workers had been assaulted by the Gurkhas. My heart bled
and our slavery was brought home to me. These were only poor
labourers. India came to know something about them because of
the strike that took place oa their account. If the persons who
were brought out of their homes at midnight at the point of the
bayonet had been important men, the country would have been
afire* Swaraj should mean equal justice for the rich and the

* Fid* "Speech to Railway Workers, C&ittagoog", 31-3-1921.